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Zerlina E. Muir is a chemist, with the Bio-based and Other 
Animal Co-products Research Unit at USDA/ARS/ERRC, 
Wyndmoor, PA, assisting in research projects by performing 
experiments to determine and achieve environmentally 
friendly processes and new applications for animal hides, 
manure and leather products.   Previously, Ms. Muir was 
involved in the Dairy Processing and Products Research Unit 
(USDA/ARS/ERRC) by contributing in product research and 
development processes.   She executed experiments using 
chemical and analytical techniques in substantiating the 
qualities and composition of dairy proteins.  Zerlina Muir has 
a B.A. degree in Biology from Cheyney University of 
Pennsylvania, Cheyney, PA. 
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Junling Guo received his Bachelor’s degree in Tea Science at 
Sichuan Agricultural University, China, in 2010. Now he is 
undertaking his master’s degree in science research at Sichuan 
University. His research focuses on near infrared spectroscopic 
study on the molecular structure of collagen.

Xin Huang received his Bachelor’s Degree in Leather 
Chemistry and Engineering at Sichuan University in 2007. 
Now he is undertaking his PhD research at Sichuan University. 
His research focuses on development of nanocatalysis based 
on collagen fibers.

Chao Wu received his Bachelor’s Degree in Leather 
Chemistry and Engineering at Sichuan University in 2008. 
Now he is undertaking his PhD research at Sichuan University. 
His research focuses on development of organic chrome free 
tanning process.
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Buğra Ocak graduated from Ege University (Turkey) 
Agricultural Faculty, Department of Leather Technology in 
2000. He received MS and PhD degrees from Ege University 
Engineering Faculty, Department of Leather Engineering in 
2005 and 2010, respectively. He has been working as a 
research assistant in Ege University Engineering Faculty 
Department of Leather Engineering since 2003.

Ahmet Aslan graduated from Ege University Agricultural 
Faculty, Department of Leather Technology in 1995. He 
received MS and PhD degrees from Ege University 
Engineering Faculty, Department of Leather Engineering in 
1999 and 2004, respectively. He has been working as an 
Associated Professor in Ege University Engineering Faculty 
Department of Leather Engineering since 2010

Gürbüz Gülümser graduated in 1977 from the Agriculture 
Faculty of Ege University as a MSc in Agriculture Engineer. 
He completed his PhD at Engineering Faculty, Department of 
Textile Engineering at Ege University in 1983. He started to 
work as an Associate Professor at Agricultural Faculty, 
Department of Leather Technology at the same university in 
1991 and then became Professor in 2002. He continues 
working at the Engineering Faculty, Department of Leather 
Engineering at Ege University.
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Obituary
David C. Ackerbauer

David C. Ackerbauer, 69, of 1 1/2 Matthew St., Johnstown, N.Y., passed away suddenly .
on April 15 with his family at his side at Nathan Littauer Hospital. He was born in 
Gloversville, N.Y., the son of Carl F. and Evelyn J. Timmerman Ackerbauer. He was a .
1960 graduate of Johnstown High School and a graduate of Morrisville Ag and Tech 
College. He attended the Missouri School of Mines. Mr. Ackerbauer succeeded his father 
as the owner and operator of Ackerbauer Laboratories from 1968 until the present. He .
was a member of The American Leather Chemists Association since 1974, a member of 
the Specification Review Committee from 1982 to 2002, and a member of the Committee 
on Methods and Specification Review from 2002 to 2003.  Over the years his company 
supported the ALCA with advertising in its annual membership directory.

He was a member of the Johnstown Water Board for many years, and was a past member 
of the Gloversville-Johnstown Joint Sewer Board. He also was a member of the Fulton 
County Regional Chamber of Commerce & Industry, the Shelby American Automobile 
Club and NRA. Many will miss David’s well-known enthusiasm and knowledge of the 
automobile, the love of his children and his faithfulness to the “Daily Breakfast Club.”  
Memorial contributions may be made to the American Diabetes Assoc., P.O. 31160, .
Hartford, Conn. 06150-1160 or the James Brennan Humane Society.

Peabody Leatherworkers Museum —  
Can You Help???

The Peabody Leatherworkers Museum opened in July 2009 
and is located on Washington Street in Peabody, Massachusetts.

The museum is designed to tell the story concerning the 300 
year history of tanning that at one time made Peabody the 
leather capital of the USA. Over 80 tanneries operated in the 
city at its peak but this has now been reduced to where only 
one tannery is left.

Several items and photographs have already been donated to 
the museum. However, it is hoped that more artifacts could be 
found and donated that would help to make the museum of 
even greater interest especially to young people who may have 
no idea about this unique history.

If you have any photos, documents or artifacts that you could 
donate and think would be appropriate, please contact the 
museum curator Merritt Kirkpatrick at MerrittKirkpatrick@
gmail.com.


