
Jergen Christner, see JALCA 83, 183, 1988

Florian Doeppert has a degree as tanner and leather 
technician from Tanning School in Reutlingen Germany LGR/
Germany. He joined Stockhausen/TFL in 1996 with 
responsibilities including Sales and marketing/technical 
service, head of shoe upper application team, Specifier 
Marketing and Technical Specialist in Competence Center 
Wet End.

Jens Fennen received a PhD in Chemistry from University of 
Göttingen, Germany, in 1992 and a Post-Doc at University of 
California, Los Angeles, USA, and ETH, Zürich, Switzerland, 
in 1993/1994. In 1995 he became a Research Chemist for 
leather dyestuffs group at Ciba-Geigy, Switzerland and, since 
2004, Head of R&D at TFL Leather Technology.

Jan Tiest Pelckmans has a degree of leather technician from 
Reutlingen Tanning School, Germany. From 1988 until 1999 
his responsibilities included:

•	Dynavac Tanning Machien Factory, Germany, for 
development and customer support Europe and focusing 
on stretching machines, through-feed dying and 
microwave drying,

•	Heim Chemische Fabrik in Eppstein, Germany, leather 
technician in product development, sales and global 
customer support with focus on finishing and pigmentation 
in the wet-end, and 

•	Carpetex in Kempen, Germany, as a leather technician .
in global sales and customer support focusing on 
beamhouse processes 

Since 1999 TFL Leather Technology in Basel, Switzerland; 
manager competence center beamhouse; and in 2007 manager 
product marketing beamhouse and wet-end.

Maryann M. Taylor, see JALCA 93, 328, 1998

Marjorie Medina, PhD, is a Research Chemist at the Residue 
Chemistry & Predictive Microbiology Research Unit (RCPM), 
Eastern regional Research Center, US Department of 
Agriculture. Dr. Medina received a B.S. Chemistry degree 
from the University of Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines, M.S. 
and Ph.D. in Food Science from Rutgers—The State University 
of New Jersey. Her career at ERRC focused in the development 
of micro-analytical methods using immunoassays, bioaffinity, 
chromatographic systems and biosensor methods for detection 

of veterinary drug residues. She has developed methods for 
food pathogens and enterotoxins using the surface plasmon 
resonance biosensor, f luorescent labels and latex 
microparticles. She also developed a latex agglutination assay 
that has become a USDA official method for identification E. 
coli pathogens. Recently, a new method was also developed for 
detection of total phenolics in food and beverages. Dr. Medina 
is an active member of the Institute of Food Technologists, 
American Chemical Society and the AOAC International. 

Joseph Lee, see JALCA 100, 8, 2005

Lorelie P. Bumanlag, see JALCA 104, 79, 2009

Eleanor M. Brown, see JALCA 93, 328, 1998

Cheng-Kung Liu, see JALCA 94, 158, 1999

V. Vedaraman, see JALCA 106, 208, 2011

K.V. Sandhya obtained her B. Tech. degree in Chemical 
Engineering from St.  Peter’s Engineering College (Affiliated to 
Anna University, Chennai), Avadi, Chennai, India. She has 
presented papers at National Chemical Engineering Conferences. 

Victor John Sundar, a leather technologist, obtained his 
Masters in Technology from Anna University, India. He has 
been actively involved in R & D in leather process technology 
and HRD activities for the past nineteen years at CLRI. He 
has made significant contributions toward the development of 
newer process technologies focused on better resource 
management and waste minimization. He has also involved in 
international and national technology implementation 
programs. He has to his credit 40 research papers and 18 
patents in the leather process technology area. His current 
areas of research include development of cleaner technologies, 
water management, upgrading and solid waste management in 
leather processing.

K.C. Velappan, B.Tech (Chemical Engineering), MS 
(Chemical Engineering) from AC Tech, Anna University, 
Chennai, INDIA. He is currently designated as Senior 
Principal Scientist in Chemical Engineering Department, 
Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, Ministry of Science and 
Technology, India. He has more than twenty years of Research 
& Development activates in the field of process development, 
scale-up studies, and basic engineering package design for 
chemical and alternate energy. He has honored as “The Best 
Young Scientist” by The Human Resource Development of 
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scavenging processes for carcinogens in leather, ensuring 
consumer safety and sustaining export of leather and leather 
products. He has led many technology implementation teams 
for cleaner process techniques and for modernization of 
tanneries. He has served as UNIDO Expert for implementation 
of cleaner process technology in tanneries. He is Hon. 
Professor of Anna University. 

Yan Bao, see JALCA 104, 352, 2009

Jianzhong Ma, see JALCA 104, 352, 2009

Tamil Nadu for Biodiesel process development. He has more 
than 20 research papers and 14 international patents.

Chellappa Muralidharan obtained his PhD in leather 
technology from Anna University, India. He has made notable 
contributions towards process innovations, technology 
dissemination, human resource development, standards 
development, product evaluation, advisory consultancy and 
analytical services for the leather sector since joining CLRI in 
1987. He has developed number of process technologies aimed 
at resource management and waste minimization resulting in 
more than 20 patents and 60 research papers. He has developed 

	L ifelines	 436

JALCA, VOL. 107, 2012



JALCA, VOL. 107, 2012

If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing 
research studies relevant to hide preservation, hide and leather 
defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product 
development, tannery equipment development, leather 
properties and specifications, tannery environmental 
management, or other related subjects, you are encouraged to 
present the results of this research at the next annual 
convention of the Association to be held at the Pinehurst 
Resort Village at Pinehurst, NC, June 20-23, 2013.

Abstracts are preferred via e-mail and must be submitted by 
January 31, 2013 to the Chair of the Technical Program:

Steve Lange, Vice-President 
GST AutoLeather, Inc
31601 Industrial Road
Livonia, MI 48150
E-mail: steve.lange@gstautoleather.com

Each abstract should begin with the title in capital letters, 
followed by the authors’ names. An asterisk should denote the 

name of the speaker, and contact information should be 
provided that includes an e-mail address. The abstract should 
be no longer than 300 English words, and in the Microsoft 
Word format. Manuscripts based on the presentation, in 
publication-ready form, are to be sent to the editor in 
electronic format as an e-mail attachment by May 15, 2013 
(for details refer to our Publication Policy on our website: 
leatherchemists.org): 

Robert F. White, Journal Editor
c/o The American Leather Chemists Association
1314 50th Street, Suite 103
Lubbock, TX 79412-2940, USA
E-mail: jalcaeditor@prodigy.net
Mobile Phone (616) 540-2469

Presentations at the convention will be limited to 25 minutes. 
In accordance with the Association Bylaws, papers covering 
such presentations are to be submitted to the Journal of the 
American Leather Chemists Association for publication 
consideration. Those papers are not to be published elsewhere, 
other than in abstract form, without permission of the Journal 
Editor, Robert F. White.

Call for Papers
For the 109th Annual Meeting of the

American Leather Chemists Association

Pinehurst Resort Village at Pinehurst, NC 
June 20-23, 2013
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Note from the Editor

Dear ALCA authors, members, subscr ibers, and .
interested readers,

I want to thank all of our contributing authors for their support 
and patience during this year. The quality and diversity of 
your manuscript submissions gave our readers the opportunity 
to see how the very latest developments in science and 
technology can be beneficially applied to hides, skins and 
leather. Because we only publish about 45 manuscripts per 
year, we have the difficult task of choosing manuscripts for 
peer review and publishing. This editor and our JALCA 
Editorial Board carefully evaluate all manuscripts and make 
these selections based on compliance with our publication 
policy (JPP), with consideration of quality, probable global 
reader interest, variety and balance of subject matter. Our 
latest JPP is available on our website: leatherchemists.org/
publications.asp

We are now starting our third year for the electronic version of 
the Journal, presented in an ezine format. For members and 

subscribers this on-line “page-turner” replica of our print 
Journal can be linked through our leatherchemists.org 
website or alcajournal.com

You may have noticed that this December issue does not 
include an Author index for this year. Instead, we encourage 
you to use the enhanced search capabilities of the above two 
web resources. This decision helps with budgeting and 
provides more space for manuscript content. 

I would greatly appreciate receiving your comments and 
suggestions about how we can make JALCA of greater value 
to you.

Have a very joyful and prosperous new year.

Robert F. White
JALCA Editor

		  438



Few people realize that Leather Making is the world’s oldest manufacturing
process, thus the world’s oldest industry. Tanning—the process of converting

hides and skins into leather—is also the world’s first science.
Also, because of the pure craftsmanship involved, tanning may well

be the world’s first art form.

Anyone who doubts that a

sheepskin has up to 30,000

fibers per square inch has

only to count them.

NOTHING TAKES THE

PLACE OF LEATHER

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS
Buckman Laboratories...............................Inside Front Cover
Chemtan............................................................................... III
Chemtan................................................................Back Cover
Chemtan..................................................... Inside Back Cover
Elementis............................................................................... V 
Lanxess................................................................................IV
Stahl...................................................................................... II
Union Specialities, Inc.........................................................VI


