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Lifelines

Daniel Solaiman, see JALCA 107(9), 311, 2012
Richrd Ashby, see JALCA 101, 368, 2006
Meral Birbir, see JALCA 111(9), 2016

Pinar Caglayan, see JALCA 111(9), 2016

Jan Matyasovsky, see JALCA 109(9), 314, 2014
Jan Sedliacik, see JALCA 106, 8, 2011

Igor Novak is a principal research scientist at the Polymer
Institute of Slovak Academy of Sciences, in Bratislava, Slovakia.
He is specialized in surface and adhesive properties of polymers
modified by various modification methods, i.e. surface treatment
by UV, barrier and radio-frequency discharge plasma, corona
discharge, and physical methods. His investigation is aimed on
surface polymeric layers by goniometry, peel, shear and tackiness
tests, ATR-FTIR, XPS, ESR, ToF-SIMS, AFM, SEM, TEM, nano-
indentation, luminescence, antibacterial pre-treatment of
polymeric materials by discharge plasma for human medicine
applications, reactive and hot-melt adhesives preparation and
investigation, contract research and cooperation with the
industry. He published many scientific papers in peer-reviewed
journals with more than 1300 citations.

Peter Simon is a full professor at the Faculty of Chemical and
Food Technology of the Slovak University of Technology in
Bratislava, Slovakia. He is specialized in material research
employing the methods of physical chemistry, chemical kinetics,
chemical thermodynamics and thermal analysis, modeling the
processes occurring in materials, mainly the thermal and
thermo-oxidative degradation of materials and lifetime
prediction of materials. He has been a leader of numerous EU
and domestic projects, and published 164 scientific papers in
peer-reviewed journals with 1700 SCI citations, 190 conference
presentations and 28 invited key and plenary lectures.

Peter Jurkovic, see JALCA 104, 397, 2009
Peter Duchovic, see JALCA 106, 33, 2011

Angela Kleinova is a research worker of the Department of
Biomaterial Research at the Polymer Institute of Slovak Academy
of Sciences, in Bratislava, Slovakia. She is specialized in
measurements and interpretation of infrared spectra. Her
research activities are focused mainly on preparation and
characterization of (bio)polymers and their utilization,

characterization of various types of materials, including carbon
nanotubes, both modified and unmodified, etc. Her
specialization is also focused on the characterization of the
chemical changes on the surfaces of various materials, mainly
polymeric films (PE, PP, PLA, PHB), and fibers too, with the use
of the infrared microscopy technique.

Alireza Koochakzaei is a Ph.D. candidate in the conservation of
cultural and historic properties at Art University of Isfahan,
Iran. He received a BA in art conservation from University of
Zabol and an MA in conservation of cultural and historic
properties from Art University of Isfahan. He has worked as a
lecturer at the Islamic Art University of Tabriz and a conservator
in the archaeological museum of Birjand (south Khorasan
province of Iran). His scientific interests are mainly focused on
conservation of artifacts made from organic materials, especially
leather. Currently he is researching leather treatment methods
and conservation of acid-deteriorated leathers. He is also
interested in the development and application of FTIR
spectroscopy for conservation purposes and the evaluation of
biodeterioration and degradation mechanisms in historical
objects made from organic materials.

Hossein Ahmadi obtained his BA in conservation and
restoration of cultural properties at the Art University of Tehran
in Iran in 1994 and also obtained his MA in conservation of
historic-cultural objects at the Art University of Tehran in 1997.
In 2009 he received his PhD degree from Polytechnic University
of Valencia in Spain for his studies on conservation and
consolidation of mosaic tiles. He is currently an associate
professor of department for conservation of historic-cultural
objects in Art University of Isfahan.

Mohsen Mohammadi Achachluei is assistant professor and
head of department of archaeometry and conservation of historic
and cultural properties in Art University of Isfahan. He has also
worked as a lecturer in Tabriz Islamic Art University and
scientific advisor of Malek museum and library institution. He
has focused on conservation of artifacts made from organic
material and degradation mechanisms as his research fields.

A. Prakash, see JALCA 109, 431, 2014
Rathinam Aravindhan, see JALCA 106, 208, 2011
N. Nishad Fathima, see JALCA 98, 263, 2003

J. Raghava Rao, see JALCA 93, 156, 1998
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Call For Papers

for the 113th Annual Convention of the
American Leather Chemists Association

Pinehurst Resort, Village of Pinehurst, NC

June 13-16, 2017

If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing research studies relevant to hide
preservation, hide and leather defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product
development, tannery equipment development, leather properties and specifications, tannery
environmental management, or other related subjects, you are encouraged to present the
results of this research at the next annual convention of the Association to be held at the
Pinehurst Resort Village of Pinehurst, NC, June 13-16, 2017.

Abstracts are due by April 1, 2017.
Full Presentations are due by June 1, 2017.

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the ALCA Vice-President and Chair of the
Technical Program:

Mike Bley

Eagle Ottawa - Lear

2930 Auburn Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48309
E-mail: mbley@lear.com

The Abstract should begin with the title in capital letters, followed by the authors’ names. An
asterisk should denote the name of the speaker, and contact information should be provided
that includes an e-mail address. The abstract should be no longer than 300 English words,
and in the Microsoft Word format.

Full Presentations at the convention will be limited to 25 minutes. In accordance with the
Association Bylaws, all presentations are considered for publication by The Journal of the
American Leather Chemists Association. They are not to be published elsewhere, other than
in abstract form, without permission of the Journal Editor. For further paper preparation
guidelines please refer to the JALCA Publication Policy on our website: leatherchemists.org.

Full Presentations are to be submitted by e-mail to the JALCA editor:

Robert F. White

Journal Editor

The American Leather Chemists Association
E-mail: jalcaeditor@prodigy.net

Mobile Phone (616) 540-2469

JALCA, VOL. 111, 2016

In accordance with the
Association Bylaws,
all presentations are
considered for
publication by

The Journal of the
American Leather
Chemists Association.



Few people realize that Leather Making is the world’s oldest manufacturing

process, thus the world’s oldest industry. Tanning—the process of converting

hides and skins into leather—is also the world’s first science.

Also, because of the pure craftsmanship involved, tanning may well

be the world’s first art form.

Anyone who doubts that a
sheepskin has up to 30,000
fibers per square inch has
only to count them.
NOTHING TAKES THE
PLACE OF LEATHER
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