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Carol Adcock, Executive Secretary 

December 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear ALCA Member or Subscriber, 
 
This year has certainly been a challenging one for everyone and the ALCA has been challenged 
as well. I am happy to report that our offices have stayed open during this time and our 
Executive Secretary, Carol Adcock, has been working from home since March. As needed she 
is able to go to the office and handle anything that can’t be handled from her home. 
 
Our first challenge was the Annual ALCA Convention. It was originally set for June of 2020. We 
had already started soliciting sponsorships for the convention and many folks had already 
committed and paid for their sponsorships. We felt there was just no way to gather folks at that 
time so we changed the date to September. As September approached, it became obvious that 
we still would not be able to gather our group so we postponed it once again until May 4 – 7, 
2021. It will be at the same location that hosted us in 2018, namely Eaglewood Resort and Spa 
in Itasca, Illinois just outside of Chicago. Randy Johnson, our 2020 Wilson Lectureship speaker, 
has generously agreed to postpone his presentation until May, 2021. We are excited about his 
presentation and what he has to say to the leather industry. Since we already had committed 
sponsors for a convention this year, we asked each of them to rollover their sponsorship to the 
2021 convention, and they did. We have a wonderful support group of sponsors, and it really 
helped the Association financially.  
 
Another thing the Association did to keep stability was to ask each Officer, Councilor and 
Committee member to extend their term of office by one year. All unanimously agreed. 
 
In August we applied for and received a PPP loan in the amount of $10,343. To date there have 
been no instructions on how to apply for forgiveness of the loan, but we are hopeful it will be 
forgiven as the monies were used for the intended purpose. 
 
Still, we are struggling financially since we realized no income from the convention. If you would 
like to help us overcome our financial difficulties, we would appreciate any contribution to the 
Association you are able to give. We are a non-profit organization and are able to give you a 
statement for any donations to the Association that will help you deduct it as a charitable 
contribution from your income tax. If you have any questions about this, please contact our 
Executive Secretary, Carol Adcock, at (806)744-1798 or by emailing to carol.adcock@ttu.edu. 
 
I look forward to next year and hope we are able to have our convention in May. 
 
 
Mike Bley 
President, ALCA 

 
 



call for papers
FOR THE 116th ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE  
AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION

Eaglewood Resort & Spa, Itasca, Illinois 
May 4-7, 2021

If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing research studies relevant to hide preservation, 
hide and leather defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product development, tannery equipment 
development, leather properties and specifications, tannery environmental management, or other related 
subjects, you are encouraged to present the results of this research at the next annual convention of the 
Association to be held at the Eaglewood Resort & Spa, Itasca, Illinois, May 4-7, 2021.

Abstracts are due by February 1, 2021 
Full Presentations are due by May 1, 2021

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the  
ALCA Vice-President and Chair of the Technical Program:

Joseph Hoefler 
The Dow Chemical Company

400 Arcola Rd.
Collegeville, PA 19426

E-mail: jhoefler@dow.com

The Abstract should begin with the title in capital letters, followed by the authors’ names. An asterisk 
should denote the name of the speaker, and contact information should be provided that includes an e-mail 
address. The abstract should be no longer than 300 English words, and in the Microsoft Word format.

Full Presentations at the convention will be limited to 25 minutes. In accordance with the Association 
Bylaws, all presentations are considered for publication by The Journal of the American Leather Chemists 
Association. They are not to be published elsewhere, other than in abstract form, without permission of the 
Journal Editor. For further paper preparation guidelines please refer to the JALCA Publication Policy on 
our website: leatherchemists.org 

Full Presentations are to be submitted by e-mail to the JALCA editor:
Steven D. Lange, Journal Editor

The American Leather Chemists Association
E-mail: jalcaeditor@gmail.com
Mobile Phone (814) 414-5689



116th ALCA
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Change of Date: 
May 4-7, 2021 

Eaglewood Resort & Spa 
Itasca, IL

Featuring the 61st John Arthur Wilson Memorial Lecture 
By Randy Johnson, President and CEO

of GST AutoLeather
Title: Road Ahead

Tentative Schedule

Tuesday, May 4
Golf Tournament, Opening Reception and Dinner

Wednesday, May 5
John Arthur Wilson Memorial Lecture
All Day Technical Sessions, Fun Run

Reception and Dinner, Activities - Bowling, Pool,
Darts and an Open Bar

Thursday, May 6 
All Day Technical Sessions, Annual Business Meeting 

Activities Awards Luncheon
Social Hour, ALCA Awards Banquet

Visit us at www.leatherchemists.org for full details
under Annual Convention as they become available
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