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Coming Soon
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Tuesday

Golf Tournament, Opening Reception and Dinner

Wednesday
John Arthur Wilson Memorial Lecture
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Reception and Dinner, Activities - Bowling, Pool,
Darts and an Open Bar

Thursday
All Day Technical Sessions, Annual Business Meeting
Activities Awards Luncheon
Social Hour, ALCA Awards Banquet

Visit us at www.leatherchemists.org for full details
under Annual Convention as they become available
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Obituary

Heinrich “Henry” Walter Koelblinger, 79 of Hernando, went
to his heavenly home on December 10th 2020. Henry was one of
a kind and always had a joke or a funny story. Henry was born in
Salzburg, Austria on August 23, 1941, the son of the late Kamillo and
Aenne Koelblinger. He grew up in Vocklamarkt, Austria home of
his family’s 400 year old leather business with his sisters Annemarie
and Gretel and brother Kamillo He could recount stories of the end
of WWII when American GI's came through town and passed out
gum and Hershey bars. Growing up he loved spending time at the
family cottage on Wallersee Lake. He received a master’s degree in
leather chemistry at the West German Tanners school in Germany.
He met the love of his life, Mary (Hunt) when he moved to Beacon,
New York to work for BASF Leather Chemical division. They were
married then soon moved back to Austria to help with the family
business. While in Austria they had their first daughter, Andrea
(Steve Kroll). They decided to move back to the USA and moved
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin where their second daughter, Margaret
“Peg”(Ted Christian) was born and Henry proudly became a US
citizen. He managed several leather tanneries that prompted moves
to West Virginia and then Mercersburg, PA. While in Pennsylvania,
two more children were added to their family: Michelle (Joe
Kozlowski) born in Mercersburg, PA and Christopher Koelblinger
(Lori) born in Hagerstown, MD. They then moved to Luray, VA for
another management position. BASF called again and they moved
back to Wisconsin. Henry worked as a sales manager for leather
chemicals and was considered a legend in the industry due to his
knowledge, commitment and friendship with his clients. The family
enjoyed many great adventures together travelling back to Europe

and visiting with their Austrian family. Henry and Mary loved to
travel and visited over 30 countries including China, Hong Kong,
Italy, Thailand, and every state in the USA.

Henry loved to talk to strangers and share jokes. He was an avid
reader and very knowledgeable including knowing 4 languages:
German, English, French and Italian. He loved to play cards with
his close friends and family. Mary and he were the ultimate hosts
and known for their wonderful parties. Henry was an accomplished
cook and people rarely declined an invitation. He especially loved to
make Austrian dishes like goulash and Rahm Schnitzel. Henry and
Mary were featured in an article in the Milwaukee Journal’s Best
Cook on the Block and their recipes are in the Milwaukee Journal’s
cookbook. Henry and Mary were Citrus Hills Women’s Club Mardi
Gras King and Queen. They have many close friends that they have
made and kept through the years and loved sharing their home and
travels with them. Henry loved his daily walks with his dog, Yanni
and stopping to visit with neighbors.

Henry was adored as “OPA” to his 11 grandchildren: Kati, Chad,
Hallie, Max, Abbie, Rachel, Nik, Kyle, Karstan, Megan, and Ryan
and 3 great-grandchildren: Kashton, Carson and Melody who loved
listening to him tell stories about their family history.

A private celebration of life was held due to COVID. Donations can
be made to the Lupus Foundation. He will be sorely missed-Auf
Wiedersehen Henry!
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Stahl’s innovations _
driven by sustainability

With the rise of both electric and self-driving, cars are
becoming quieter and anti-squeak and rattle materials
are becoming increasingly important. At the same time,
improved anti-stain performance is required, because of
the current trend for pale-colored car seats. Therefore,
we have developed Stay Clean. This low-VOC coating
technology protects pale-colored leather and vinyl
surfaces against common stains, such as dye from jeans,
spilled coffee and dirt. Our solution also makes surfaces
low-squeak, which is a great asset as global research has
shown that a squeaking car interior is one of the biggest
annoyances among car owners. Another trend in car
interior is the popularity of matt surfaces. Therefore,
we have developed PolyMatte®. This non-squeaking
solution provides a luxurious feel to the finished article
in combination with flexibility and scratch and abrasion
resistance. Our portfolio contains many products, varying
from beamhouse products, tanning systems to finishes,

duller concentrates, crosslinkers and thickeners to leveling
agents, defoamers, colorants and hand modifiers. Our
most sustainable option is Green PolyMatte®, which is
based on rapeseed oil (20%) instead of crude oil-derived
intermediates. If you would like to know what our Stahl
solutions for automotive can do for your business, please
visit www.stahl.com or contact us at:
alexander.campbell@us.stahl.com.

If it can be imagined, it can be created
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Stay Clean Low-VOC

PolyMatte®
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