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Obituary

Martin Heise passed away on
December 9 after a long battle
against cancer.

Martin began his leather career in
1986 upon completion of the leather
technician course at Lederinstitut
Gerberschule Reutlingen (LGR). In
a long professional career spanning
35 years, he worked for Sudleder,
two tanneries namely Bayern-
Leder-GmbH (BLG), Naturin, and
TFL. He then worked for Trumpler
for more than twenty years and
finally with Royal Smit & Zoon as Head of Produce Management for
wet-end leather chemicals since 2019.

Speaking on behalf of the VGCT Board, Dr Dietrich Tegtmeyer
of TFL said the following: “On December 9 our colleague, friend
and buddy Martin passed away after a long illness. We got to know
and appreciate him as someone who was an inspiring, convincing

ambassador for leather as well as a highly professional advisor for
many of us. We will all miss him very much.”

In 1994 he joined the VGCT and since 2014 he was a board member.
In 2016 he was appointed Chairman. For his dedication to the
leather industry, he was honored with the 2021 VGCT annual award
for lifetime achievement. This was awarded by the VGCT to express
their appreciation for his constant commitment to leather, the needs
of the tanning industry and the people who work in it. The training
of apprentices and prospective technicians was a particular interest
for him.

Martin was a member of The American Leather Chemists
Association since May of 2004 and regularly attended many of our
Annual Conventions.

Martin was a popular figure both in his native Germany as well as
the global tanning industry. He was a kind and courteous person
and was always fun to be around. He was a strong advocate for
leather and the leather industry and regularly posted or shared
positive stories on social media.
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CALL FOR PAPERS

FOR THE 116th ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE
AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION

Eaglewood Resort & Spa, Itasca, Illinois
June 21-24, 2022

If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing research studies relevant to hide preservation,
hide and leather defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product development, tannery equipment
development, leather properties and specifications, tannery environmental management, or other related
subjects, you are encouraged to present the results of this research at the next annual convention of the
Association to be held at the Eaglewood Resort & Spa, Itasca, Illinois, June 21-24, 2022.

Abstracts are due by April 1, 2022
Full Presentations are due by June 1, 2022

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the
ALCA Vice-President and Chair of the Technical Program:

JosePH HOEFLER
The Dow Chemical Company
400 Arcola Rd.
Collegeville, PA 19426
E-mail: jhoefler@dow.com

The ABSTRACT should begin with the title in capital letters, followed by the authors’ names. An asterisk
should denote the name of the speaker, and contact information should be provided that includes an e-mail
address. The abstract should be no longer than 300 English words, and in the Microsoft Word format.

FuLL PRESENTATIONS at the convention will be limited to 25 minutes. In accordance with the Association
Bylaws, all presentations are considered for publication by The Journal of the American Leather Chemists
Association. They are not to be published elsewhere, other than in abstract form, without permission of the
Journal Editor. For further paper preparation guidelines please refer to the JALCA Publication Policy on our
website: leatherchemists.org

Full Presentations are to be submitted by e-mail to the JALCA editor:

STEVEN D. LANGE, Journal Editor
The American Leather Chemists Association
E-mail: jalcaeditor@gmail.com
Mobile Phone (814) 414-5689




116th ALCA
ANNUAL CONVENTION
June 21-24, 2022
@« Eaglewood Resort & Spa
Itasca, IL

Featuring the 61st John Arthur Wilson Memorial Lecture
“Road Ahead”
By Randy Johnson, President and CEO
PANGEA

Formerly GST Seton

Tentative Schedule

Tuesday, June 21
Golf Tournament, Opening Reception and Dinner

Wednesday, June 22
John Arthur Wilson Memorial Lecture
All Day Technical Sessions, Fun Run
Reception and Dinner, Activities - Bowling, Pool,
Darts and an Open Bar

Thursday, June 23
All Day Technical Sessions, Annual Business Meeting
Activities Awards Luncheon
Social Hour, ALCA Awards Banquet

Visit us at www.leatherchemists.org for full details
under Annual Convention as they become available
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