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Chaoya Ren is a Master’s degree student in School of Materials 
Science and Engineering at Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, 
China, majored in Materials Science and Engineering. His research 
is focused on the pyrolysis mechanism of leathers tanned with 
different tanning agents.

Yadi Hu is a PhD student in School of Materials Science and Engineering 
at Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China, majored in Materials 
Physics and Chemistry. Her research is focused on the deterioration 
mechanism of leathers tanned with different tanning agents.

Jie Liu received his PhD degree in 2007 from Institute of 
Mechanics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. He 
currently is an associate professor at the School of Materials 
Science and Engineering at Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, 
China. From 2016 to 2017, he worked as a visiting scientist at 
ERRC, USDA in Cheng-Kung Liu’s group. His current research 
interests focus on green composite materials based on natural 
polymers and their applications in packaging, biomedical and 
environmental fields.

Fang Wang graduated from Zhengzhou University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in 1991. She has been working in the School of Materials 
Science and Engineering at Zhengzhou University since 1993. She is 
now a senior engineer in the research field of leather structure and 
properties.

Yong Lei received his PhD degree in Science from the Institute 
of High Energy Physics, Chinese Academy of Science, China. He 
is now the deputy director of the Conservation Department of 
the Palace Museum, as well as the head of the Key Laboratory of 
Conservation for Paintings and Calligraphy of the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, China. His research interests include the 
identification, restoration and protection of cultural relics.

Mădălina Georgiana Albu Kaya obtained her PhD at the University 
of Bucharest, Faculty of Chemistry, and has been working in 
INCDTP-Leather and Footwear Research Institute, Romania as the 
First Degree Researcher and the leader of the Collagen Department 
since February 2001. Her research activity is in the field of 
collagen processing, characterization and application, especially as 
biomaterials for medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and cosmetics.

Keyong Tang received his PhD degree in 1998 from Sichuan 
University, Chengdu, China. He is a professor in School of 
Materials Science and Engineering at Zhengzhou University, 
Zhengzhou, China. He worked as a visiting scientist at Texas Tech 
University in 2008-2009. His research interests include the leather 
structure and properties, as well as cleaner leather making. He has 
published more than 100 papers, co-authored 4 books and edited 
1 book in the field of leather chemistry and engineering.

Joseph Ondari Nyakundi is a highly skilled and enthusiastic individual 
with a strong foundation in leather science. He holds a Master’s degree in 
Leather Science from the University of Nairobi, Kenya, and a Bachelor’s 
degree in Leather Science and Technology, with first-class honors. 
He is currently working as a Senior Research Associate at the Leather 
Research Laboratory at the University of Cincinnati, Ohio, where he 
offers technical guidance to leather and leather product manufacturers. 
He is involved in carrying out research studies in various leather-related 
disciplines. Joseph’s research interests include defect identification and 
analysis, physical and chemical testing, species identification, leather 
and related materials, waste management, circularity, and sustainability. 
He aims to use his expertise to drive innovation and best practices in 
academia and manufacturing and contribute to the body of research in 
the field of leather and environmental sustainability.  
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Akash Bhalla is a leather technologist with a Diploma in Leather 
Technology from Government Leather Institute, Kanpur. He has 
gained significant industrial experience through his work stints 
at Tata International in Dewas, Lanxess India Pvt Ltd, and Smit 
& Zoon India Pvt Ltd in Kanpur respectively. Currently, Akash is 
working as a Technical Assistant in the Leather Process Technology 
Department of CSIR-CLRI. His area of interest lies in the wet-end 
and cleaner leather processing techniques.

Tao Luo is a postgraduate student at Sichuan University, China. His 
research work focuses on the development of high-performance 
leather fatliquoring agent based on biomass-based materials. He is 
under the guidance of Prof. Biyu Peng.
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Chunxiao Zhang obtained a PhD in leather science and 
engineering from Sichuan University, China, in 2016. He is working 
in the Department of Biomass and Leather Engineering, Sichuan 
University from July 2016 up to now. After an additional associate 
Prof. position, he is working primarily with cleaner production 
technology of leather manufacture, biotechnology of leather 
making, tanning chemistry and greener leather chemicals. 

Sadaqat Ali Chattha is a PhD student at Sichuan University, China. 
He is also work in University of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, 
Pakistan, as a Lecturer. He is working at clean technology of leather-
making and resource utilization of chrome-containing leather solid 
waste. He is under the guidance of Prof. Biyu Peng. 


