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sustainable environments for children and youth everywhere. CYE has a global community and connects the worlds of research, 
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The CYE journal is a peer-reviewed, multi-disciplinary, online journal, highlighting the physical environments where children and 
youth live, learn, work and play. The journal values the capacity of children and young people to meaningfully participate in the 
processes that shape their lives, and publishes papers from distinct viewpoints, varied approaches, and diverse cultures and regions 
around the world. The journal offers researchers a high-quality, refereed outlet for sharing work pertaining to the physical 
environments that impact the lives of children and youth around the world. The journal publishes papers in the form of research 
articles, field reports and book/media reviews ranging from quantitative and qualitative empirical research; theoretical, 
methodological, and historical investigations; critical literature reviews; design analyses; post-occupancy evaluations; policy studies; 
and program assessments. 
 
Children, Youth and Environments appeared as a print journal from 1984-1995 as Children’s Environments Quarterly and Children’s 
Environments. In 2003, it was revived as an online journal, which now reaches readers in more than 160 countries. Readers and 
authors include researchers and practitioners in education, childhood studies, geography, sociology, child and youth development, 
child welfare, child rights advocacy, development studies, architecture, landscape architecture and design, urban design, and 
planning. CYE is endorsed by UN-Habitat and guided by a distinguished Editorial Advisory Board. 

For more information visit https://www.cyenetwork.org 
 
Cover image from the field report Implementing a Play-Based Forest Classroom Following the Onset of COVID-19 (CYE 32, 1) by Kevin Stinehart, Jill 
Shelnut, Meghan Chandler, Barry A. Garst, and Stephanie P. Garst.  Photograph by Kevin Stinehart. 

https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/330/article/855982
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As we publish our second special issue on COVID-19, many are optimistic that the pandemic is nearing an end. 
However, as we asserted in our first issue, the real longitudinal impacts of COVID-19 on children, youth, and society are 
unknown. Current and future waves of infections caused by coronavirus variants and sub-variants make clear that the 
pandemic is not yet over; the virus will continue to naturally progress. Yet, as CYE goes to press, the World Health 
Organization is considering whether the pandemic is still an international public health emergency and governments 
are seeking ways to provide new bivalent vaccines to all its citizens and streamline its COVID-19 guidelines to 
accelerate a return to normal life activities. Travel has resumed, increasing the potential for contracting COVID-19, 
schools are in session face-to-face with virtual forms of education that may be enduring, and workers are negotiating 
new approaches to fulfilling their job duties. Yet, worldwide effects on children and youth are evident as reported 
across our two special issues and within others’ research and the public media. Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) ecological 
systems theory with its concentric circles of complex relationships visibly frames the impact of the pandemic -- from 
government mandates to the closing of businesses and schools, to family health care and financial struggles, to 
children’s play, learning, and life experiences. Articles in this special issue focus on how activities for children and youth 
had to yield to those impacts - changing venues, utilizing virtual media, and altering transportation modes. This issue 
also provides insight into family and youth perspectives on caregiving and pandemic-related socio-ecological contexts.  
 
Inside this issue, you will find diverse scholarly work that spans across the globe focusing on the impacts of COVID-19 
where children live, learn, and play. We first we head to Europe where Percy-Smith and coauthors sought to 
understand how the pandemic brought about new opportunities in terms of young people’s personal development, 
social actorship and political agency, in spite of its detrimental impacts across seven different countries. Next, we make 
our way across the Atlantic and arrive in Canada where Larouche and coauthors assessed parent-perceived changes in 
active transportation and independent mobility among 5- to 17-year-olds since the outbreak of COVID-19 through two 
nation-wide surveys. We then wander south to the United States where Li and coauthors describe the implementation 
of a multiplatform science learning program that was originally developed for an in-person, formal learning 
environment and describe modifications made to the program based on infrastructure, preparations, and resource 
availability to meet the needs of distance learning in formal and informal learning environments due to COVID-19.  
Staying in the States, Izenstark and Sharaievska examined fathers’ perceptions on how their children’s outdoor 
recreation changed during COVID-19, and differences between rural and urban participants’ outdoor experiences to 
reveal that due to sweeping lifestyle changes, fathers reported increased time spent outdoors and the development of 
new outdoor family routines as a way to promote children’s health, fulfill caretaking responsibilities, and promote family 
relationships. Additionally, urban fathers reported more outdoor restrictions due to local policies whereas rural fathers 
reported engaging in a larger variety of nearby outdoor activities.  
 
Richmond and coauthors examined how COVID-19 affected the summer activities and environments of children from 
high- and low-income homes in the United States to show that youth from high-income homes had access to more 
enriching activities both before and during the pandemic, even though COVID-19 restricted access to programming for 
all youth. The authors also identified how work-from-home arrangements and virtual programming that arose during 
the pandemic could help bridge the opportunity gap moving forward. Ending our tour, we arrive in Illinois where  
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Owens and Adkins explore the intentional design and building process of a camp community in an online program for  
six programs when that format was not the organizations’ original delivery mode and revealed distinct components that  
comprise a camp-specific community with pertinent considerations for youth development organizations seeking to 
create a feeling of community in their online programs. We wrap this issue with a field report from Huber and 
coauthors who describe and discuss their experiences with Playgroup at Home LIVE, a group of children (birth-5 years) 
and their parents who meet regularly to play and socialize the transitioned to virtual meetings during COVID-19.  
Happy reading! 
 
Once again, we would like to remind our readers that we are delighted to announce that Children Youth and 
Environments has signed a new deal with University of Cincinnati Press (https://ucincinnatipress.uc.edu). Our backlist 
will continue to be available through JSTOR. The University of Cincinnati Press is committed to publishing rigorous, 
peer-reviewed, leading scholarship accessibly to stimulate dialog between the academy, public intellectuals and lay 
practitioners. The Press works with authors and editors to erase disciplinary to address common problems in our global 
community. UC Press looks for projects across the humanities, social sciences and STEM fields focusing on social justice 
and community engagement.  
 
Brofenbrenner, U. (1979). The ecology of human development: Experiments by nature and design. Harvard University 
Press. 
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