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F rom the Edi tor 

In WUller Quarter of tillS P.l.st academic year, I panicipated in h1al1.in 
~chselblatt's literary theory course, "Testimony, Narrative, Memory" The 
course title and the va riety of texts and genres that we encountered (in­
duding Morrison's Pfa)mg in tbe Dmk, Spiegelmann's Malt5 dnd MaliS II, 
Sebald's Die E ml7'111ten, and Friedlef's NakfXi New YOlk), seemed to refleCt 
current research trends in the field of German Studies. Increasingly, schol.us 
are investigating the interrelationship between liter.l.ry and JocumemJry 
texts and how both playa crucial role in"the construction of narrntive: 
fi ctional text as narrative, (auto)biogmphy as narr-ative, case study as na r­
rJtive. For bener or for worse, the trnditional bounddries th,1l once sep.l­
mted the disciplines continue lO dissolve. Tbe liternry critic now trust:. 
him-I herself to analyze textS that we re once reserved for the biston.lIl, 
the laW)er, the ps~hologi st, dnd the physician, all the while keeping one 
foot firmly pLtnted in the literary CJnOIl. The transform.nion of FootS 011 

Lilera{Ur to FootS (1/ Germfl Jl Studies, aptly subtitled "A JOllrnal On all:1 
Be)ori German Language Literature," exemplifies this new !iceme of the 
lilerarycntic. 

The diversiryof the papers which complised the Fifth AlliluJI 
Graduate Conference also teSliiies to the ever-increasing role of German 
Studies within German de partments at universities throughout the ...... ,orld. 
Held on October 13 and 14, 2000 in the Max Kade Gernun GJllllrJl 
Center 31 the University of Gncinnati, the twelve papers covered topic~ 
rangi.ng from German literature to German film; from leners and ,mlobi­
ogrJphy to Ge rman culturnl topics. Stephen Brocknunll of Carnegie 
Mellon delivered the keynOle address "Locating the Nation, Locating Lit­
erature": a discussion of the changing role of literature in establishing 
national identi~ especially in post- Wel1deGermanr An interview ...... ith Dr. 
BrockInallll held prior to the conference appears in this volume. Confer­
ence panicipants as weU as members of the communil y gathered on the 
first evening of the confe rence in the Kade Center for J Cab-i l~l evening 
with Thomas C Breuer, cabaret anist and author. FoolS Book Review Edi­
tor Monika Hohbein·Deegen conducted the interview with Mr. Breuer 
that appears in this volume. 
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Tills years call for submissions was met with a very enthusiastic 
response: we received 25 papers from graduate studems from Canada, 
Germany, Ireland, the United Kingdom, and the United States. All sub­
missions were refereed bymemben: of Our board of reviewers, whom v,'e 
sincerely thank Although the papers' themes were not necessarily a Con­
sideration for selection, all nine papers do indeed deal with questions of 
testimony, narrative, and/ or memof}~ In the anicle that follows, Diana 
Alberghini discusses the "idemitYVdcuum" of East Germln writer Helga 
Konigsdorf, and how "Writing helped construct her "German" identityfo!_ 
lowing German unificacion. Julie Kalan.i Smith Allen investigates aUlohi­
ographyas "vehicle for self.fashioning" vis-a-vis Franziska Zu Reventlow's 
A rrCJumken Allen argues that the auro- biographical nature of Revemlows 
epistolary novel, A nCXt11!SkerL' VGtl Pald Zit Pe:Iro. simultaneously celebr.ues 
Revemlow's unconvemionallove life and subvens prescribed gender roles 
in \Vtlhelmiruan Germany 

In their co-authored paper, .Manin Baumel and Stephan Manns 
discuss the relationship betv.;een history and life in the works of Georg 
Buchner. Baumel and MalUls place Buchner both as an historicist and .IS 

an ami-histoliclst and cite rhis ambiguity as one of the reaSOns for Jus 
rediscovery at the end of rhe nineteenth century History- and the prob­
lems surrounding "true" representation of the past- are key 
issues in Dagmar Jaeger's lInicie. Jaeger proposes thal questions 
surrounding pen:onal and national idemityin Elfride Jelinek's WdkenHezm 
and Heiner MUllers GemUnl..7 To:i in !3e.,{Ul reanimate a "Suppressed and 
repressed collective memory" surrounding Gerrnanyand AUStria's fascist 
past. Anca-Elena Luca considen: rhe link between past and present in 
Bachmann's "Ein Schritt nach Gomorrha." In her anide, Luca suggests 
dlat the Story pointS "at the uncomfortable traces of colon.ialis

m
, politics, 

and poWEr from the former Austro-Hungarian Habsburg Empire, [which 
are] still present in the culture and politics of evelJuay AUStrian life in the 
early 50s." Links between the anti-Semitism in Wrlhelrnine Germany and 
the Holocaust are the target of Teague Min1S's srudyof Heinrich Manns 
Der UlIteJtan In addition to diSCUSSing the theolies of Daniel Jonah 
Goldhagen and Shulamit Volkov, Mirns brings the "cuJrura! polarization" 
between ami·Sernilic and Jewish emancipatory movements in \Vuhemme 
Germany to the foreground. According to Mlms, Der Unlertan illustrares 
that not one single mode of thought, but rather that many <;intercon_ 
necred attitudes and practices" a.re "relevant to COntinuing e([ons of his­
LOricaJ interpretacion" of the period, 

ix 
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k mentioned earlier, the interview section includes imerviev.'S 
",ith Stephen Brockmann and Thomas C Breuer. The third of the three 
interviews is with Hms Stempel and Martin Ripkens. whose combined 
autobiography Die L ib isc kein Hausner: £ ue L~rezse was published this 
year bydtv. Their 'MJrk is a testimony of their lives; their lives a testimony 
o f their work. It was the highlight of my academic }ear in 1999 in MWllCh 
when I had the opportunity to meet them. The interview centers around 
their anthology of poet~ Ad)Keri, uhknegDuh nirhc altS m .. >uY!TnKcp/ (dtv, 
1998), and how gay German-language poetry and literature fiLS (or does 
not fit) within the literary cJ.oan. 

The introduction to tills volume serves both as my introduction 
J.nd as my farewell as editor of Focus 0'1 GemUl1 SlIm. Next ~ar, Susanne 
Leone will be editor-in-chief, and 110nika Hohbein-Deegen's position will 
be filled by Susanne Buckesfeld. I wish them bOlh much sllccess nOl only 
with Volume 9, but ilio with 01 am Bey::nl Gemnn Luermure, Focus on 
German Studies' Sixth Annual GrJ.duate Conference. lbe Conference will 
be held in the Univenityof Gncmmu .Ma." Kade Gerrrun GJlturai Cen­
ter on ()ctober 12 and 13,2001. For more inforrrution, pledse see our 
website. 

In closing, I would like to express my appreciation to the 
Department of Germanic Languages and UlerJ.tures at the University of 
Gncinnati for trusting me with the position of Editor, and my thanks to 
myfellowgradu.nestudents of the Universttyof Gncinnati Gernun Grddu­
ate Srudent Governmce Association for their enthusiastic support of last 
r~ar's conference and of the journal itself. 


