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From the Editor

In Winter Quarter of this past academic year, I participated in Martin
Wechselblatt’s literary theory course, “Tesumony, Narrative, Memory” The
course title and the variety of texts and genres that we encountered (in-
cluding Morrison’s Playmg in the Dark, Spiegelmann’s Maus and Mauws 11,
Sebald’s Die E nigranten, and Friedler’s Naked New York), seemed to reflect
current research trends in the field of German Studies. Increasingly, scholars
are investigating the interrelationship between literary and documentary
texts and how both play a crucial role in'the construction of narrative:
fictional text as narrative, (auto)biography as narrative, case study as nar-
rative. For better or for worse, the traditional boundanes that once sepa-
rated the disciplines continue to dissolve. The literary critic now trusts
him-/herself to analyze texts that were once reserved for the historian,
the lawyer, the psychologist, and the physician, all the while keeping one
foot firmly planted in the literary canon. The transformation of Foas on
Literatur o Foas on German Studies, aptly subtitled “A Journal On and
Beyord German Language Literature,” exemplifies this new license of the
literary enitic.

The diversity of the papers which comprised the Fifth  Annual
Graduate Conference also testifies to the ever-increasing role of German
Studies within German departments at universities throughout the world.
Held on October 13 and 14, 2000 in the Max Kade German Cultural
Center at the University of Cincinnati, the twelve papers covered topics
ranging from German literature to German film; from letters and autobi-
ography to German cultural topics. Stephen Brockmann of Carnegie
Mellon delivered the keynote address “Locating the Nation, Locating Lit-
erature”: a discussion of the changing role of literature in establishing
national identity; especially in post- Wende Germany: An interview with Dr.
Brockmann held prior to the conference appears in this volume. Confer-
ence participants as well as members of the community gathered on the
first evening of the conference in the Kade Center for a cabaret evening
with Thomas C. Breuer, cabaret artist and author. Foas Book Review Edi-
tor Monika Hohbein-Deegen conducted the interview with Mr. Breuer
that appears in this volume.
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In her article, Birte Schulz examines the question of the racial
Other in Fontane’s Effi Briest. In contrast to many previous studies, Schulz
does not limit her investigation to negative images of the Other; rather,
she also outlines the positive portrayals of “things foreign.” Schulz main-
tains that both must be looked at in order to best understand not only Effi
Briest’s— but also Prussia’s— psychology: Tom Stewart also concerns him-
sell with psychological issues in his article, which investigates the causes
of Anton Reiser’s melancholia. Through a Foucauldian lens, Stewart ana-
lyzes the systems of discipline (namely the school) at work that control
and thereby norm Anton Reiser’s abnormal L esesudhr, which Stewart “reads”
as a form of masturbation.
In the final artcle of this volume, Markus Wust offers the reader
his analysis of Jeannette Lander’s novel, E i Sonvrer in der Wedbe der Itke K.
Wust proposes that the novel not only serves as Lander’s quasi-autobio-
graphical recreation of a world of Jewish and Black  cooperation, but
also portrays a world that now only exists in her memory. According to
Wust, the novel, with its richness of language, stands as a textual represen-
tation of the interaction of the White, Jewish,and Black societal “circles”
in 1940s Georgla.
This year has been a very busy one for Monika Hohbein-Deegen,
Foas Book Review Editor. Largely through her efforts, the book review
section in this volume is not only substantial in size, but also provides the
reader reviews of the latest German-language literature, including autobi-
ography (Helmut Kohl), poetry (Chnstoph Bauer, Volker Braun, Durs
Griinbemn, Dorothea Griinzweig), drama (Felix Mitterer), essays and sto-
ries (Manfred Hausmann, Alexander Hiusser, Monika Maron), novels
(Michael Braun, Gion Matthias Cavelty, Helene Floss, Franzobel, Katharina
Hacker, Wolfgang Hilbig, Barbara Honigmann, Alfred Komarek, Tobias
Meifiner, Adolf Muschg, Alexander Osang, Andreas Steinhéfel, and
Marlene Streeruwitz), and even secondary literature (Anke Gleber). It has
been a pleasure working with Monika, and the Foas staff thanks her for

her commuitment to the journal.



As mentioned earlier, the interview section includes interviews
with Stephen Brockmann and Thomas C Breuer. The third of the three
interviews is with Hans Stempel and Martin Ripkens, whose combined
autobiography Die L iebe ist kein Haustier: E ire Lebersreise was published this
year by dtv. Their work is a testimony of their lives; their lives a testimony
of their work. It was the highlight of myacademic yearin 1999 in Munich
when I had the opportunity to meet them. The interview centers around
their anthology of poetry; A dh Kerd, ich krieg Dich mdbt aus meinem Kopf (dw,
1998), and how gay German-language poetry and literature fits (or does
not fit) within the literary canon.

The introduction to this volume serves both as my introduction
and as my farewell as editor of Foas on German Sudies, Next year, Susanne
Lenné will be editor-in-chief, and Monika Hohbein-Deegen’s position will
be filled by Susanne Buckesfeld. I wish them both much success not only
with Volume 9, but also with On and Beyord Genman L iteratiere, Focus on
German Studies’ Sixth Annual Graduate Conference. The Conference will
be held in the University of Cincinnau Max Kade German Cultural Cen-
ter on October 12 and 13, 2001. For more information, please see our
website.

In closing, I would like to express my appreciation to the
Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures at the University of
Cincinnati for trusting me with the position of Editor, and my thanks to
myfellow graduate students of the University of Gincinnati German Gradu-
ate Student Governance Association for their enthusiastic support of last
year’s conference and of the journal itself.

Daud Prickert



