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IiiI he speed and me degree of change represented by the unification 
... of the two Ge rmanies left the Eastern Germ.1I1 writer Helg.l. 
KOlligsdorf in an idelllity vacuum. "n lis resulte3 from the [.leI thaI sud
denly her identity could no longer be "East Gernun" ,md \\'.1$ nOL )'t!t 

"Germ.m." During this phase of confusion J.nd disonem;ltion, she found 
herself reconsidering the meaning of imPOJ1Jnt concepts such as that of 
Hellll1t Jnd of belonging. The laller are among her Olain concerns in her 
post-1989 non-fiction writings,! some of which ,1I'C c1ol>e ly J.n.ll)'zed in tltis 
article, as well as in her first novels published after the H:'~¥~ G/eu/; ,rten 
Afoka and ImSd)..1ttende; Rewzbo;pE.~ In order to illuStr.il<! wlut provoked 
Konigsdorf's idemi[y crisis following the coll.tpse of the CDR J.nd how 
she reacted to it,l will retrace the evolution of her idelllllY.ls ,\ citizen III 
its three nuin phases of development: during the CDR the \\7e1l'kand the 
fir.it post-unific,nion ~ars. -nIe eXJ.mlllJ.lion of Konigsdorf's rdation
ship to the CDR will help me to expl.lin the nature of her identity crisis 
during the Wf.'lrie, including the strategies she adopted in the mempt to 

resolve this crisis dnd to redefine the meamng of l-IeU1ilL The List pan of 
my analysis will deal -with how Konigsdorf IMs been trying to build her 
rel.nionship 'oVith the new post-1989 German societ}( 

\X'ith regard to Konigsdorf 's identity as J. citizen during the CDR 
era, I will take intO account her Jewish backgrowld and her social origins. 
I consider those to be the elements which lrude her different. These ele
ments thereby strengthened her desire to belong to the CDR and to ac
tivelycomribute to the buJding of the coulllry Such desire is Jlso dem
onstrated by the fact that s he was a member of the P.II1.}' which indeed 
became her Heuml. Subsequently, once dIe SED regime disappeared dur
ing the IVen:le, she had tOtryto find new mediling in the notion of Neuml. 
She sought this III her native region, Thuringen (Thuringi'l). bUl.tlsO briefly 

Focus ~IGermaJ/ SlIldie5 VOI1UllC' 8 (2001) 



2 
Focus en German Studies 

in the PDS, the Successor panyof the SED He h ' 
these were ane blis ..' wever, as s e realized that 

mplS to es ta h a contulUltywilh her GDR 'd . . h 
post· Wen:ie}'l!ars she started treasurin he' I ent~l)S ill 1 e 
concepts. These alternated betwe gd r expfe~ence and explonng other 

. ' enleaso mte " r d 
radlc suggestions that society should be d I:_~~auona Ism an spo-

, I ecemraU£(Xl J.S a mea f f iii' [atlng t Ie process of ',d,n, 'f" , h ns 0 ae -
d lea nOD Wll til h ' D . K'" e area were one lives 

theme she ~g~~ d·orugs~orfnl·s 5t.rang desire to feel pan of the GDR-; 
lScussmg 0 ym her POSt 1l7t: rIe .. 

ship to it was hyno means uncom Jj d· eJ wmmgs- her relation
in the GDR, ,h I P cat~ . In fact, although she grew up 

ere were two e ernents ill h b [,.... d ' 
semed a threat to her sense of bel' her acngroun wllleh repre-
, onOUlOtOI ecol t ' dh 'd 'f' 

liOn with it: herJe\'';~h b"- dO dO h Ifl r} an cr I eml lca-.. .., ac",£roun an e . I ,. 
dam of a family of Grrflhlllenl. r SOCia ongUls as the descen-

In order to e:\1J1ain how Kern sdorf' J ' 
in her a veryslrong need to bel I wiIIg 

f s eMsh background cre,ned 
. ong, reer loResn.4.J. II 

Ul panicular to [he fioure of the Je . h d f""'-l aer UllfPl'lff and 
Kerngsdorf's own gr~dmo' L be "'" Igr.ln mother who resembles 

Uler, cause I te}' we b h J 'I called Rena' The g d I . re at eWlS 1 and both 
, ran mOL ler IS ponra}-'ed ' . I ' .. . 

Gern:mnJev,,"f'SS of the period before 1933 S as.a t)PIC~ assunil.allonlSl 
who IS proud of her Jewish h' f .. he IS descnbed as a W'OI1Lln 

descendant of King David 'd"
t
.1ge-: or UlStance. she claims to be a 

• • - ,111 yet stnves to be· f G . 
Ul wluch she tries LO integr,ne herself b. imiJ ~'1!1 0 CrtllJ.n SOC1Ct)\ 
sire to belono to the Gem'.... . . } ass atUlg I(S culture. Her de-

l> ...... SOCiety IS so strong ,h f 'od 
refuses to elm wi d h '. ,11 Or a pen she even 
d' h a .0 e ge [ e r.l.CISt ,\ltltudes which ch,u'J.Cteriz d G 

unng t e Naz.; years, She justifies the situat. e ernuny 
of SC'lpeOO.HS even if dt.is . Ian through the recurrent use 

l>' means aCcUSUlg other Jews: 

Mall fiih1te sich dem umgebenden K I ,- , ' 
daB f· all II turKlCIS so verbunden 

f ur es. was dann geschah. auBerh.11b Iieoende G .. d ' 
ge linden werden muf1ten. Die Juden Un Osl l> ~lm e 
nachgesagt wurde, sie br.ichten die Rasse m' ,:n etW<lf (', ,enen 
16) vern!. UlIfP'?6 

In Re;-'-da" U h' od ' ~ ,,~ t e lOtr lICHon of J . h h 
lights the manner.in wlt.ich I . eWLS C :lr.lcters also high. 
feets Konlosdorf's generatio'n" Fe},:~nence of, the Second \"'('orld \'(/ar af-

h to . o r lOSt.mee 11 sho h f h 
t e humiliations suffered during h J\'az' " . ws ow, a rer t e "War, 
family to be integrated im ,t e d I penod lllcrease the desire ofthe 

o society an to prove th,l( the Jews had been 
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unjusdyclassified as inferior. Subsequentl)~ they put a lot of pressure on 
their children, who are ascribed the task of rebuilding the family's sense o f 
self-\vonh.~ Forlhis reason, the autobiographical protagonist of Repekrlaer 
UlIfP7rgis e),:pected to excel in everything she undenakes: "E:. wurde einfJch 
stillschweigend vorausgesem, daB lch libeull die Ersle W,lr. Dabei darf 
rndll vergessen werden, meine Entstehung war die Amwon meiner Ellen! 
auf ihre Abslempelung zu Umermenschcn" (Ul1tp/Jg91-91). 

Apan from the humiliating history of exclusion experienced by 
her family and as described in the novel, the other elements which end,lIl
gered Korugsdorf 's sense of belonging were her "'wr-oog" social origins as 
me descendant of a family of ~llli!ln~ KOlligsdorf SJ)S :.he experi
enced tills as a "A /aled," which mfluenced hcremire Lfe i.n the sense t1lJl 

she felt different Jnd therefore \vorked e\'en har.der so a:. to idemify wilh 
the GDR, the soc ialist A rbeiter· lind" Bal/ernstlttl! (Diieuu)lI/ 37), 

However, Ke nigsd orf did find a W;lY to overcome these di.fficul
ties and counterbalance her sense of being different by finding full accep
tance within the SED. In faCl, the PaItyoffered its members, regardless 
of their social background or personal weaknesses,.1 sense of Ht.'1I1lIf,' the 
w.JrImh of a community ,md lh!! feellllg Ihat they were comributing 10 the 
development of an evolving societ )~ The camfon of belonging together, 
strengthened by the supposed existence of conilllon Intcn.:sts and a COIll

mon goal, Jllmved people to lude their sense of being different. This 
helped them to fulIilllheir need for belonging and acceptJ.nce, but ,It the 
SAme time also contributed to Ihe suppres~ion of their iJ1lhvidu"Jlit}~1 

\Vie oach einem Strohhalm griff der Mensch nach dem 
AngebOl eines Wir, lim sein ungeliebles Ich zu bl!rgen, Er 
brauchte eine J-Iei.nut, einell Sinn, eine kolleh1.ivc Idee, der er 
sich umerordnen, in deren Dienst cr sich hervol1un kollnte, 
olme d3.~ es auf sein l ch angekommen w re, (SJ:ultell 20) 

Kenigsdorf's writing activitycan be seen as ,\ funlier confirnution o f her 
desire 1O contribute to the development of the count!), Her constant 
involvement with what happened ill East GermaJlyalso shows that b}'the 
time she started writing (at the age of 40, in 1978) in line Wilh herdcfi..ni
tion o f Heumt as the place "wo nun sich einmischen darf," she felt com
plete.lyat home within the slruCtlLre of the CDR soc iety (DtlemlU 51), 
Tlt.is is J.Iso confirmed bYlhe critical tOne she assllmed lowards the devel-
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opment of East Germany in her pre-lI7etOe 'Writings, which would have 
nOl been possible had she still felt insecure about her sense of belonging to the GDR.. 

Although at first her critical auitude as a writer would seem to 
contr.ldict her identitY;l;S a citiz.e:n and member of the SED who saw the 
GDR as the site of her utopian longing, this is not the case. Quite the 
ContrAry, the hope nourished by many East Cernun IntelleclUals of the 
nia/ere Get)?1tltiaz, to which Konigsdon belonged, that their criticism of 
the SED's ve rsion of socialism would cOOlribute to a 
SOCi,llist utopia nude the coexistence of her two identities that of the ~itizen and th~t of the writer, possible. The GDR's shonco~gs almost 
Ulc~.l.sed the ult~llectuJls' sense of belonging and their desl.l'e to actively 
p,J.nlclp,Jte Ul SOCiety's progress. Korugsdorf herself compared her rela
tionship to the GOR "zu einem steinigen Stiick Land 
(. , ·1 dJ.$ n:m unter groBen Mi:ihen zu bessern versucht" (DJemm 31). 
T?erefore, It should nOt COJl1e as a surprise if Konigsdorf's identification 
\>.l,h East Gernuny never bec.une: a theme in and of itself Ul her pre-
Wende wo rks but only recognizable in dte nature of her 
criticism of the GDR's social hypocrisy. 

The e,. .. lent to which she identified with the PAnyand her re.ldi
ness to ACCept compromises in order to protect her sense of 
belo~ging only become apparent in her It'-mie wrltmgs. Following the 
d~nuse of ~he ~DR. she states: "1-lit Ersuunen habe ich festgestelh, dJB 
dle~e PAnel nm s~ e[~v.ls wie l-teinl;\l war. Die einzige Zugehorigkeit in 
memem Leben, die rue Ul Fr.lge geslelll wurde. Oafur WAr iell zu allw 
vielen Kom~romiss~n ~reit" (Sdm;eu 119-20). The feeling of .lccep
lJ.nce she enjo}ed wllhin the SED is probably one of the num reASOns 
whyshe presented herseU as a candidate of the PDS in the 1990 elect ions. 
I ~u1d see this ,IS her attempt to keep aJj\-e her sense of belongmg to 
sOCIety and be able to contribute to it through her membership in a politi
cal parry As this new e:...'perience ends in failure, Konigsdorf h.ls to accept 
the (;aCt .tholt s.he ~as to . find other ways to fill the gap. 

It IS at this POUlt th.il KOlligsdorf s search for the meaning of 
f{~~lll and idemiry begUlS. Consequently, her rlf'St post-1989 non-fiction 
wnungs and novels attempt to come to terms with the "Schmerz heinl.ltlos 
g~w,?rden z.u sein" (Sd:utten 80). At this time she is trapped ~tween re
SI~lliIl~ herself to n?stalgic feelings and experimenting with the new situ
auon ill order to "Q.'ln b.lck a sense of belonging. On the one hand, she 
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misses the GDp-, although this does not mean thaI she -wants I? go back 
to the pOlSt. As she rem.trks in the c.ue of Alice, one of the mam charac
ters in ImSd:uttendes Rcgml.X1jp1S who suffers from Hetllru:Jr. "~nd dageglen 
hair auch nicht daB sie stch das Verg.mgene um IlIchts 10 der \'(e\t zuriickwiinschte~ DAdurr:h wurde der Schmerl. nur greRer" (85) .. On the 
other hand, she reacts to her loss of Heum! by tryll1g to repl.lce It wuh d 
new one: she returns lO Thiiringen. . 

Konigsdorf first moved to Jena and then to Berlin. where sh~ still 
lives. Her decision to visit Thunngen in 1990 is mOt ivated hy herde~lre to 
regain that sense of belonglng which the lti'en'k hAd s·wepl .twa),; It IS nOt 
her intention to move there perlTUnentiy. GIven the speed And extent 01 
the changes of 1989-90, Konigsdorf believes th3lthe best WdYtO under
stand the Weste rn world IS to proceed step' by Slep, st;lnmg from ~null 
units: "WlJ" sind nicht relf fi..ir die Idee von EuropA. [ ... J Wir mi.issen um 
erst einricittcn, und dazu brauchen wir uberscl1J.ubare Ki.ume. Am 
einhchstell C.l es jetzt furuns mit-l1lliringen, Mecklenburg und dell,mderen 
Lindem" (Ddemm 47). . . 

Koniosdon discusses her journey bJck to 111linn~en l!1lhe esso:lY 
,;"nluringen, dU mein lieb Heim.u!.tnd" from the collection A ItS de", 01 
lemm eve OXI.1r1! nudJeJI,' but she .llso fictionalizes it in the novel GleuL 
1rJxIlAfoka.l~ The re.lsons behind t1us trip.lS ~I~ J.S the conclusion O~l its 
outcome are essemiallythe same in J.ll of her wntUlgS. Nevenhelt!ss, s~1cc 
fiction gives her the opportunity to mtroduce chdrdcle.r.. J.nd Slll.ulIom 
which help herto bette r illustrAte the emotiom she expcnenceJ dll!lIlg her 
stay, I v.'lll m.tmly refer here to the novel. 

, In Glad) ,del Afnka, the main c1lJr,lCter's deciSion to return. to 
Thiiring.en is, AS in Konigsdorf's own ca~e, mOli~aled by her hope to f~ld 
a plAce to which she CJ.ll relate. She bebeves t.1u~ could help he~ to flild 
some c1.lrity .lnd undersundlllg of wlMt h.lS JUSI .happened: [ ... J III 
dieser Zeit, in der es kci.nen festen PW1l.."1. mchr g.lb, III der !T1.J.1l VOI~ den 
Strudeln um und um gerissen wl.lrde, brJ.uchle nun eUlen On, cler ZlI eUlem 
gehon" (28). \'Vhile tills is an altentp~ t~ regain ~h~ feeling of ho~ne, she 
nevertheless very soon realizes thal It IS ullreJhstlc to expect tillS from 
Thi:iringen for tWO main reasons. Smce the region used to border with 
B.lV".a.ria the derruse of the CDR completely changed its lopogr.lphyand 
the atti:lIde of the people. NOl onlycoliid one now w.lnde r into B.tVJn,l 
without even realiz.UlO it. blll the removdl of the border abo had JJ\ 
tmpJCI on the locals. Before 1989 there were son1e people living in lhe 
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area who smuggled persons o r valuables into \,(/est Germany. Those who 

wanted ,to flee from the C DR c hen brought with them their precious 

possessions, olhers smuggled an- works and the like into the West. Some

lUnes it happened that people or valu<1bles never nude it to the other side 

(A/nka 88), This provoked a climate of mistrust, which has now 

been replaced by~~eerf\llness (A/nka 29). Although Konigsdorf views 

these changes as pOSitiVe, they nevertheless I'nake it more difficult for bel' 

to recognize her bome region: the present image of Thiirinoen does 11m 

match her memories. t> 

. I-fowe,,-et, if on dte one hand this difficulty preVenLS her from 

f~lin~.c?mp.le[~lyal ho~, on the other hand she has. the impression of 

hemg einheul11scher als die Onsansassigen" (Afi'lka 29). Since she had 

not been there for a long time, she remembers the region e>mcdyas it was 

when she left. For e:-.-ample, she kno~ country pdths which have been 

a.ban~oned ~: ~orgot~en for many )ea~. Tills indicates that she is expe

nencmg Thunngen Ul a dl((erent time frdOle than the locals. While 

she is still irrune~ed in the past and remembers things as theyv.-ere before 

she went awa,y, they live only in the present: "\'(rah rend bei ihnen die 

Gegenw.trC aUes uberdeckte, erlebte ich ei.ne sells.l.Il'le Gleichzeitigkeit der 

Ereignisse" (Afnka 29). 

r •• ' As pan of the attempt (Q recreate th.lt feeling of Haul1t which 

Korugsdorf longed for and to recstabbsh her connection to the region 

the prougOrUst of Gtezd) 1¥ix::Jl Afnka COntJ.Cts some old acquaintances: 

One of these is Fricka, the former hea,d of the Pa11e;kol1trdlkollmmw 

who comnbuted to the f~rced coUectivlulion of the villdge farms (70). 

The faCt th~t s~e pa)s Fnck.1 a visit seems 10 be quite significant, as she 

expects to fEnd 10 her a conversation partner nostalgic for the p.St: some

one to wh~m she does not need to explain past behaviors and convictions 

and who,like herself, finds it difficult to come to terms with the u--ansfor

mation.s. E ~en if Fricka is the.one wh? is reOlUy in need of soliddrilydue 

to the 1S0latiOn now surround1Og her 10 the village, the fact thOlt the tv.'O 

wo~~ share the same s.dness dbout what happened 10 their dre.ms and 

aSP.Jratlons gives them b~dl ~he feeling of still belonging to a commwuty. 

TI~ mutu~1 \Ulde.rstandlng IS, for instance, exe mplified by the fact tim 

dunng therr meetmg they ~fer to soculism as "die Sache" (70). They 

know theyean ~ honest wuh each mher and that their jUStifiCdtions for 

how they acted III the p,ast dre understood and Olccepted. More impor

uml)\ theyean show theu' pnde in past achievements, AS demonstrated by 
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Fricka, who gives her guest a poem she had published in an old news p.

~~ . " 

However the main character's encOlUlterwith Fncka and her vISa 

to 111uringen in g~neral u1tlllUtely ledd to many new questions a~ut her 

POlSt and thus deepen her idemit y crisis. lltis new vortex of questions to 

which the protagonist o f Claw »hn Afnka 15 drawn corresponds to 

Ko nigsdo rf's personal expe rience. In her ~utobiog:a.plllcal essa)' 

"111uringen, du mein heb l-Ieimadand" she descnbes her ViSit to the cem

etery and to old acquaintances 0lS well as her chil~hood ~nemo.ries all com

bined with her new impressions of the regIon. Neither III the novel 

nor in reality does post-llVenie 111iiringen Ill.nch nostalgic memories: it 

cannm be the Hevmt Konlgsdorf as well as her character Ildd hoped to 

find (DJe111w 41). _ ' 

All the same, the journey to Thtiringen is impolum bec.llIse It 

convinces Kon.iosdorf that since it is nm possible to n;crc.lte the same 
o 

feeling of home she had experienced before 1989, it is high time to ac

knowledge the WeJ):ieand move o n, l-lence, while the prot.tgollbt o~ Glerd) 

nbm Ajnkfl keeps wandenng .lrotllld in sem:h of a new Heulllt wl~..:h s.hc 

will never find, Konigsdorf is able to acceptlhat her new rel.llionsillp with 

her homel.md is now "venr.lUt und zugleich fremd" (DJemw 43). The 

demise of the GDR certamly represents an end, but can .llso be seen as a 

newbeginmng. It is with rhe optinlistic observation " Imrnerwieder beginm 

etwas Neues" (DJermn 43) th.n Konigsdorf concludes her e:.say about 

her journey to Thtiringen. 

Konigsdorl's experience in Thiiringen also hdps her to . 

undersu.nd thal before looking for identification or d Sense of beionglllg 

in politics or in a geographical place she has to come to terllls ~lh the 

U/'elrk on all individual level. In order to Jo tltis, first she mliSt defme her 

rel.nionsillp to her past. This is why, after trying to fill in the gap left by 

the loss of the GDR with instant alternatives, she Starts formulating con

cepts of identiryin which the focus is on the individual and l~lS/h~r expe

riences. 11tis is a very significant stage in her personal evolullon smce she 

gains self-confidence and the courage [ 0 recognize who she is .md where 

she comes from. Therefore, as she ledms to focus more o n her indepen

dent self, Ihe identity s lle progressively builds fo r herself CJ Il certainly be 

influenced byextemal events bm nOt swept awa), 

On these grounds, she puts forw'ard a concept of individual iden· 

tilywhich has to be flexible, as one should adjUSt cominuous lyone's relJ.-
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tionship to the oUls ide \\IOrid. However, this does nOt imply instability. 
On the contrary, the essence of identity, which is the individual and his/ 
her SlOre o f experiences, is able to renew itself constamly; in a way that 
through every new experience it reaches a new balance and finds a new 
su bility in an ongoing and enriching process. In Konigsdorf's \\lOrds: 

Wu- milssen WlS ihr [der \'(fell] stellen, und wihrend wir das tun , 
beg reife n wir zu gleich , d aB dies d e r We g iSl, Ide nti tdt 
zuriickz.ugewinnen. Wahrend wir tastend unser Verhliltnis lour 
Au&mvelt neu bestimmen, finden wir uns wied er lind zugleich 
audl neu. DaJUl entgegen allen Wunschprognosen bleibcn wi ,' und 
unsere Erfahrungen . Und die bringen wir ein. (DzlemIl'l 83) 

11lls politically and culLur.l.lly independent concept of ident1tycan be vie'wed 
as Ko nigsdorf 's reactio n to the cris is she h.ld suffered because o f her 
fo rmer equatio n o f a utOpian, socialist G ermanyv.ith the embodiment 

of her political values. Therefore, this concept o f identity functions as a 
measure of self-protection she adopts in order to nuke sure tlu t m the 
future she will not lose sense o f who she is. 

In additio n, this concept of identity serves to counteract the 
demo nization of the G OR which started at Lhe l ime of the We'111e. This is 
neilher o ne o f the laSt t r ACes of the commitment Ko nigsdo rl felt to wards 
the CDR, no r the need to d efend a p roject in which she had inves ted a lot 
o f energy. It is nuinly her fear o f the consequences the humiliations 
inflicted upon Eastern Gerrru.ns in the process o f unification could h,we 
that mOliv.ltes her to st ress the significance o f every experience. Here, she 

points o ut that previous his torical examples show how collective humilia
tio ns can o ften lead to the resurgence o f feelings of into ler.l.Ilce as ,1 Illeans 
o f compensating for the loss of self-confidence. Hence, as a res po nse to 

l~l~ :'<'eS lern G erman c.ond~mnatory altitude towards the GD R pas t, 
KOlllgsdo rf recaUs the sItuation of G ermanyafterthe Second Wo rld War 
when I.he COWlt?W.tS given a chance to Start .Ifresh. Now she encourages 
reflectio n o n this aspect of German history as she is convinced th.n the 
social and political experiment which was carried out during the fo rty years 
o f the G OR's existence should be viewed. as an e>.."perience from which 
both Elistern and \'('estern Gernuns could learn. 

Thus, the importance o f an identiry based on experience lies in 
the fact that it guarantees continuity and renewal a1the same time. In this 
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sense, the Eastern G ermans need not reject their past; neil~ler as a group 
no ras individuals. On the contraf)~ theyshould learn fro~ 1t and have the 
courage to change. Only in !.his way willlhe past stOP bemg a burden and 

become a form of richness: 

Ehe er sich versieht , hat der Mensch, der e~n nocl~ Kind war, 
eine Biographie, und nichts ist alls ioschba r, l1I.ch~ W1ederholb~r. 
Er schleppt alles, was war, wie eine Keu e Illit sich. Aber e~ 1st 
nicht nur eine Behinderung, sondern auch del· Schatz semer 

Erlahrung. (DJemm 84) 

Although her defin ition o f identity as based o n one':; expe~encc helps 
K onigsd orl to define her relationship to her ~DR-pasl ~nd g~U1 new self
confidence, it does not entirely solve the question of her Id entity and .sense 
o f belo nging to the new environment in which she lives. In fact , m the 

post- 1989 years, her identity as a citizen does not ~eem to be ~lOre. dea rly 
dermed than during the U'/e1d:>, as she is still expenn~ntmg wuh dif ferel~l 
conceptS o f identity. Nevenheless, v.~l<ll is lIlteresung ~o nOle aboll~ tIll!> 
period is that her main diffi.cult y now seen"\!. to be def uung the enVIron
ment to wh.ich she wantS to relate, AS ~ he const.tlllly Alt.;rs ~he pa~mete l"s 
of this definitio n. Indeed, sometimes she place~ henod f U1 rei.mon 10 a 
small community, other times she sees hen.clf as belo nging to the \\'Orld 

as a whole. . 
After her experience in Thi.iri.ngen, Konigsdo,i show!> d w ~ l~e IS 

still convinced of the .tdv.mtages o f .t snull community. 1 n her opmlo ll, 
cemral.izJtio n has created eno rmoUS bureaucratic organi2Jtio ns wh~re the 

individ ual feels degraded to the staWS o f a numbe r. Ac:ordmg to 
Ko rugsdo rf, this is also dle case o f lmified Gernuny. wll1ch gIVes I~e.r the 
inlpress ion o f being a society ma.rked by lhe alien.lllo n o f the .C lllZ~ !1S 
fro ill the federal governme nt. She o bserves that. d~s fee~g o f Alien,llIo n 
is especially experienced by the least fOl1.lIn,lI e Wltl~n SOCI!!t); ",:,ho ll.eed to 
feel a sense o f protection that can o nly be ~n via ~ shared Idenuty. In 
this framework., she proposes that some SOCIal serVices, such as for ~x
ample the care o f the elderly lind of c.hi~~ren , educatio n o r the UltegrJ.uon 
of foreigners should be the responSibility o f the lOCAl govemmelll. By 
providing a remedy ro the people's alienAtio n, Ko rugsd o rl also ho~ to 

prevent the resurgence o f nationa~t.ic f~l~lgs (Retll f1lg 120) . ~ ex
plains why in her pest-U'm:1e non· rlCt lOn wnungs she st.t rtS explo nng Ide:J.s 
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about decentr.liz:.nion as an attempt to give her fellow citizens a sense of 
belonging and a sense of tradition. Her suggestion to create smaller com
munities therefore seems to be a response to lhe anonyrnity and lack of 
transparency which charJ.cr.er1ze contemporary society. 

Meine Vision ist eine demokratische Wehordnung. Eine 
De,mokr.nie, ( . .. ] in der clem einzelnen, durch moglichsl 
wettgehende Dezentralisienmg def politis chen und sozialen 
Strukturen, wieder Gberschaubare Zugehorigkeiten angebOlen 
werden, in denen er niChl xur 3ustauschbaren Nunmler wird 
sondem im Gegenteil, ~ es auf ihn ankommt. (RerutJJg 121 -22) 

At the one end of the spectrum of Konigsdorf's Attempts to regain a 
sense of fimlUl is that of identification v,.~th a small community; at the 
mher end is the adoption of an imemationaJ Attitude. Such an attitude is 
evident in most of the essay.; in UI:er die lOtu:rziifj,dJe Rewmg der \t'/EJ'L Here 
Konigsdorf deals with issues of global relevance, such as environmental
ism, a.nd tends to present herself as a citizen of the 'WOrld mher dun one 
with a specific nAtlonal identity. 

111e idemity she assumes in these ess.l}'S is based on universal and 
hum.ullstic va~~ that ~derline the imponance of hum.m LJe indepen
dem from political, SOCial or culluml differences which divide hununkind 
uno groups. TIle nuclear threat of the 1980s convinced Koniosdorf of 
the. nt~~essity of an international eHon to put an end to the Cold War, 
which IS the reason why in the novel Respckdael" Ul1tJ11f;she promOtes the 
"Mobilisienmg der Humarul3t" (94) as the key to solving the world from 
seU-deslnlction. Similuly. as the ecological threat of the 1990s d1so en
dangers the entire globe, she again puts forwArd the view th.1.t it no longer 
makes sense to ~p ~p p<Jliticai or cultural barriers. In fact, dU people 
across the globe live U1 the 5:lme dangerous siruation for which no 
remedy can be provided unless everyhodyis ready to cooper.ne. 

1n accordance with her idea that comemporJryproblems can only 
be tackled on an international level, she proposes the introduction of in
tern:llionai structures which would facilitate and coorciiIlJte the collabo
ration betv.een various cOlmtnes. For ex-ample, she believes that 
"llllernationale Parlameme, Banken, und Kredilvergabe und ebenso das 
Aushande~l von Restriktionen, Kostenpflicilligkeit von Umwellnlllzung 
tmd so \\'elter miissen sehr sdmeU wirksdlll t\'erden" (Dtlellll1l 106).11 In 
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this light. it does nOt come as a surprise that she is not illleres ted in Ger
man internal affairs. On the contrary, Konigsdorf's concern 15 aboulthe 
role that Germany is going to playas an illlernational actor in the formu
lation and implementation of possible solutions to global problems: 

1ch m&hte von den Politikern wissen, welche Vorstellungen sie 
uber den Beitrag unseres Landes zur Korreb."lur def \\'elt weilcn 
Struktllten zum Ausbau eines welt weiten polilischen Systems 
haben. De~ es stehen Aufgaben vor der Menschheit, die aile 
Landergrenzen uberschreiten, die alle im Zusa llUl1C.nha_ng ~lel~ell, 
die sich nicht voneinander getrennl losen oder au f emlernlonulll 
eingrenzen lassen. (RenuT'l,14) 

Uhim.nely, the str.l tAoem of adopting such an imernatio n.llidenuty h.1.s a ,or 1 . double ddvdotage. On the one hand, it solves her problem 0 ?e onglllg 
by declaring national feelings to be out of tune with ~nodcrn tunes. On 
the other h.md. it endbles her to apply her GD~ expenence ~o comempo
rJry society. To iuve an international identity IS to. engage III a conunon 
gO ll and through tills struoole with the aim of s.WlIlg the world, to recrc-" QQ . ate a feelino of belonging- prohablysimilar to the one she Iud felt eJ r\j~r 
when enga~ed in the struggle for the utopia of socialism. .llowc\'cr, tlus 
turllS out to be anolherself-deluding experience, because Komgsdorf soon 
has to dcknowledge that although she had regarded this 35 a Ilutter of life 
or de.nh, lhc mobilization of citizens toWJrds the same gOJI was not 
goillg to hAppen. . _ . As thscussed above, even though KonigsdoEi 's IIltCrn,1110na\ Jttl-
tude pbys an imponant role in how she views herse~ as .l.Cili1.eIl., it is also 
true th .. t it does n Ot represem the final answer to her IdenUtycn:SLS Jnd her 
search for Hewul. TIils is reflected in the fdCt thdt in the morc recelll 
CSSd)'S included in Oh.?" roe 1(l'nerziiyjuiJe Realt1'l, ~ Well, 11 s ~le conI inues to 
explore the significance of being a Germ.m c)tlUn Wlthin Urufled Gc: r-
many. At times, her feelings about her national identity appear cont radIC
tory. Konigsdorf still finds it difficult to define he~e1f dS Gernun 
because of the negative historicJI associations and beCJuse of thc wJythe 
GDR tried to do away with the concept of GerOlanness. Ilowever, 
Kon.igsdorf 'MJuld like to normalize her rcLllionship to her Il,llional iden
tity. For instance, she tries to define v.~lat it means to be Germ~n .lnd what 
panicuiJrly German characteristics are. In this process, shi! fUlds herself 
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admiuing to being fairly Ge.man: "[m}.mchmal weifi mm gar ruehl, me 
sehr man enva$ isl, 'tl.'eil man sich nicht von auBen sehen kmn" (ReulO€ 
71). She also becomes aware that she no longer 'Wallts to feel embarrassed 
because of the mistakes Germany made in the past but s imply to be Ger
man without having to go to the extreme of either being proud or ashanY!d 
- the tWO extremes that have characterized German histo ry in tbe twenti· 
eth cemury: "Ware es rucht an de, Zeir, wir wiirden, stan wie ein 01.1oisch 
depress iver Organismus zwischen Nichtigkeit und Grone zu pendeln, 
versuchen, no rmal deul$ch zu sein?" (Rt:Wtng 73). 

In addition to her effon to stan accepting her Gernunness. it is 
also imponam to nOte that as lln'le passes she increasingly feels at ho me 
within unified Gernuny: Konigsdorl he~e1f observes tllis in a 199-1 in
terview \"\Olth Ciinter Gaus: ';Ich habe das Gefiihl, Lch kann m.ich hier [in 
dem vereinigten Land] einmischen. es gehon zu mir" (83), J-Ience, given 
her definition o f Heum( as the place "wo man sich einmisdlen dJ.rf," this 
Statement clearly indicates tim Konigsdorf is slowly accepting the whole 

of Germany as her homeland, TIlls new stage in the evolution of her 
idenmyas a citizen is also reflected in her fictional works, For instance, in 
her Lnest novel, Die £,a:s~O€ der Grrfomner (1997),LI she shows that she 
h..s overcome her poSt· \r~rk idemitycrisis..s she no longer e.'\-plores IS' 
sues revolving around the meaning of Hei/1I1(, ntis is also the fim fic· 
tional work in which she drops the Eastern Gernun perspective that had 
duracterized her moo previous novels, Gleuh ,da, A foka and 1m Sd:unen 
des Rewt;qprs, Fo r the first time after the Wenk; she is able to set the story 
in a town described as anylOwn in In indusrriJI society and tJlk about a 
family which could be a.ny family. 

Although Konigsdorf has increasi.ngly felt more at ease within 
unified Germany and learned to recognize the laner:Is her ho me land, she 
could not reestablish the feeling of belonging she had experienced during 
we GDR The engdgemem for the realization of the common goal o f 
creating a bener society and the belief in the possibility to comribUle per· 
sonallytowards it, which marked Konigsdorf 's sense of belonging during 
the GDR era, seem to be the elements she misses the most within the 
heterogeneous character of comemporaryGerman society. l--lence, it did 
not tJ.ke lo ng before she staned showing clear sign~ o f frusl rJtion with 
~'Orking within unified Germany. As mentioned dbove, while in Ub?rdJe 
znnerziirjwJe Rettung der IVdt she tries to replace her commitme nt to social

ism with her engagemenl towards the promotion of hunun- and environ· 
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n'K!ndriendlygoals in the hope ,hal she can help sa\'e .the w'Orld, as tUlle 

goes by she feels increasingly disillusio~ed and embittered about the 
impact of her intellectual work on SOClet~r ralh:r the la~ ~hereof. 

Her frustration as an inteUectual combmed Wlth her diffICUlrY10 
build a sense of ho me fo r herself within unified Gernunyare among the 
elements which ma rk Konigsdo rf's experience in the ~ars follo.wing ~he 
Wende. If to tI-us we add the fact that she IS an aging writer who IS cO~LI1g 
with an incu rable ilLless,I' we can understand why Ul the new. SOCiety 
Konigsdo rf no longer displa~ the same enthusiasn: ,lh,lt cha:aclenz.ed her 
understandino o f the role o f the writer and of the clt tZen dunng the GDR. 

D 

Ul1l1erJlty if Bath 

NOles 

I -nle texts here analy.red have mainly been eXl1'acled fro,m Ko~i~sdorf, e" lemm and Koni&sdorf, Re1tlUJg, Other examples of non-flCllon wnungs whIch 
Konigsdolf pubhshed al the time of the \l1enic :l!~: 1989 ~ £ 1)1 ~·faJ n.'d. SdJaiJeu., 
E ile llil.1~ aIlS B,.,qen. Gffluhtf!1l,. T0.01 and lhe collcctlon of mlen·te .... 'S Adu.11 
DDR: PrrxckdJewu A bdJi«ls, TIlls col1~cllon W.l$ followed by a laler one cnlnkd 
U,-Ien. 11;11:" Dnttsdi11ri OlxT We Sdr~tflen. CUI Ifdk 'W swr Prrxckdlc ('l/U 

A Ifbn~, To my knowledge, there are no 4C,UiellllC reViews of. lhesc. works. 
The only s«ond.,l.ry Iffilleiial ;Lv;Lib.bl~ consists?£ three iUuclcs wl-nch .m.lInl)'dcal 
.... ,th the role KOillgsdorf pb}'ed dunng lhe \rC[~ S~e Conacher, t>.1ittnun, and 
I bines. . h 

! Set Konigsdorf, Afrika, and Koni~sdod, Sdl.ltlt11. ro my knowledge, I e 
secondary litera[ur~ on these tv.? novels, IS ralher lll~ted, Nevcrthek~s., I ,\\'O\IIJ 
like lO draw :;menl}()n to Georgllu Pauls iuucle whIch dcaJ~ ..... llh tht: theme of 
lesbianism in Afi1ka, Dennis Tate's and EvJ. KaufmJ.nn's revIews of SdAllleJI, and 
Kaufmann. . d· 

J See Ko nigsdo rf, UlIgt~. l1tis novel deal~ "':Ith different tl:cmes. h IS a IS' 
cussion of thc role which science should play Mthm ,model'n ~oclet y, lh~ concepts 
of resisunce ~nd responsibility and female em;u\clpallon's Lssues. Ii LS also ~hc 
personal account of a female prougonist, who, af.ter dIscovering to be suffenn? 
from a fatal illness, (:ng.agesl~ a process of seif-rcappr.J.1sal a~d ch:anges her pel' 
spect ive on life. Wilh specifiC re.&ard to the JCWlSh dlemc l!l U"Jl11~ see also 
O'Doherty. For Olher reviev.'S of U1Jf}1~ see: Auer, Q'lUsen, F~ed" ~mnlcr, 
Hibinger, K auf nunn, uuckner, Melchert, Schlenstedl 44· -1 8, Schmitz.- Koster, and 

Susak r' . -, ~-, d 
• In this novel, there are many parallels belwt!en the .ICliOlliU ma:erl<ll ~n 

Konigsdorf 's own life. For instance, like KomgsdoLf, the maLJJ char~Cler is a SClen· 
tist, is dIvorced and has tv.u children, 11ley also ha\-'~ in comn~L?-lh~.fact that tI~e)' 
suffer from an incurable illness (see nOle H), Despite Ibese similanues, acco~m.g 
to Philippe Le)eune's discussion of autobiogl'lll'hy to Le P:''? aIlJcblt:~Iil[l}UfIIlf. It IS 
impcmant to specify th:at Resrxiuiaer U/lW'~ C;!'1l1l0l bt: dcf lned as .. an J~toblogrJ' 
ph)t 11le chief reasons for this are Komgsdorf's declS}()n not to Identify herself 
"'llh the m.un characler, which rem.,lu\S unnJ.mcd, and the subutle of lhe hook 
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'1.~ic.h indicates that it. is ~n E rziihlllffJ, not an 3mobiogf3phy.: Hence, it is dear that 
K0!'llg.sdo~ does nOt UlVLle me reader to approach thIS novel as ,m autobiography. 
whil~ L~ rrught be lru~ that it contains autobiographical demenLS, it remains a 'Q.'Ork 
of .fl~[.lOn. Instead, 1~ can be defined as an autobiographical novel. This is me 
dduutlon used by Uteunc to indicate those tc:xts in which the reader has reasons 
lO l?elieve that there ~re s.imilariLies between the identity of the author and the 
ma~character, even if this ,has never been made clear by the author. Given this 
deflruuon, under th~ classifIcation of autobiographic.ll novel, l,ve can also pbce 
person~l accounts like R/5pdulaer UlIlJl~ in vAuch the narramr coincides with 
~he ~am ,character. Funhermore, onc should notc dial an autobiographical novel 
Lmphes d~fe~ent levels <?f rese~blance, a~ a would be impossible to State that the 
author c?LncLdes at all times wah the maLO character, as it happens in the case of 
an autobLography. See Lejeune 13-46. 

s ~ccordLng to the psychologist Hillel Klein, pressuring children to be suc
cessful LS one of the cha~creris~ics of the family dynamics of those who sUTVived 
the l-Io~ocausl. Other traIts typiCal of these families arc the parents' exaggerated 
prOtectIve behavior towards their children or their very strong fears of bemg sepa
rated from them. See Bubis 202. 
. ". ~riously, .... ttile Konigsd?~ deals a great ?eal "vith the theme of Je-wish 
IdemllY 10 her fictLonal .... ,orks, th.ls IS r:e:ver treat~d In her non· fictional writings. By 
comrast, she tal~ ah?ut her SOCIal 00"105 only In her essa}"S, but not in her novels. 
The only excepuo.n ~ GlDrh 18»1 Afrika, in which the protagonist'S parems are 
Grr/hlllem, who, slInilarly to Konigsdorf 's ancestors, own quite a lot of land and a 
big house 10 the shape of a castle. 

. ' This is how Konigsdorf explained \\ott}' fo r man}' GDR citizens the Part), 
fulfilled a need t? belong: "Diese. Panei ist uo5 Heima! gewesen. \Vir hatten keine 
andere. De.n melSte~ von uos war Zugehori~keit schon einmal in Frage gesteUt 
9,':)r(i~n. Sel.cs als Tater~er()pferoderals Kinder von Tatem oder Opfern. Weil 
Wlf OIchl dLe rechle sozlale Herkunft oder die falsche Vc:rwandtschaft hatten~ 
(DJeJ1711l12). 

, Kon~gsd0rf dea.ls with the mechanisms which led many Parry 
members, mclud~ng h~rself, to the loss of dignil)' in her essay "\'{las nun?~ (01· 
lemm 12-18). ThIs artIcle: W;;LS fU"5t published in Nf1Ies DoflSdi.l1xi, Feb. 1990. 

9 See ~Thi.iringen, du Olein Itcb l-ieimatlandu (Konigsdori, Dllell7l1l 3'-43). 
IQ Glei<h 1~IAfnka call be claSSIfIed as an autobiographical novel in the same 

sense as ReslX!kdaer U"fI~. See nOte -1- above. 
:: S,.e.~ ~lso "Lie~n Sie Schmeuer!ingd» (Konigsdorf, Retllf/g9- 1,) (here 15). 
- Komgsdorf dlScusses her relauonshlp to her bein~ German in 

essays such as "Ganz normaldeutsch" (Razl0~11-74) and Es m(issen nicht immer 
Lacliliilder sein~ (Retl1O€ 89-91). 

II For a review of Die E 1fi0000og der Grr{fmlfter, see Kaufmann. 
I! K?nigsd<?rf has ~~n ~uffering from Parkinson's disease since 1974. It has 

become l1lcreasl1lgly deb~ltatl1lg in the past few years. 
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Self-Fashioning and Gender Construction 
in Franziska zu Revemlow's A nVIO"esken 

Julie Kalaru Smith Allen 

... lItobiography is the alt of self.ell.-posure. It involves disrobing in 
lEi.! public, inviting judgment, bOlh praise and bl.mle. Gc(Oun women 
in the eJ..r1yrwentieth century were geller-tlly hesitant to l15k such scruti.ny. 
Many·women wrote but did not publish their autobiographies, wlule others 
arranged to have them published by men or under pseudonyms. Trying to 
aCCOWll for the hislOrical rcluctJ.nce of ~lllenlO publis h their life histories, 
Sidonie Smith suggeSlS that, "'ror~'Omen, [ ... ] to take a voice dnd ,lUthor1ze 
it pubuc life are to risk loss of reputation" (10). By attl.!lllpting to assert 
the legitimacy of her life and experiences in writing, a .... unt.lIl dlUS nlOs 
the risk of sociJ.I condemnation. Sigrid Weigel agrees wtth Smith um the 
decision to enter the male·domi.nated ~lm of . .lUlobiographicalliterature 
has been a difficult and socially d'lIlgerous one for "'-'Omen. She explai.ns 
that 

women's reluclJ.nce 10 flaunt theol:l>e1ves on tbe i.JterJ.ry !lurket I) 
a result of their experience in the private sphere. Their exclusion 
from economics, politics and culture impiil!s IhJ.t oluthemic 
\\-urnen's iiter<llUre at first could only give voice to 'Illerel)l personal 
and subjective feelings and concerns. TIle publication of women') 
subjectivit y is, hov.-ever, not equivait!Jl[ to her Lbt! r,Llion, fo r it Ius 
consequences (often unpleasant ones) for her persollAI happiness. 
(66) 

Fe.lr of negative consequences did nOl, of course, deter all early t v.-emieth
cemury v.ulnen fmlll publishing their amobiogr,lphies. Women who did 
lisk such exposure, hO\Vever, often felt a need 10 protect themselves by 
making their self-represemalions conform lO SOCiel)/:) SLollldJrJs for an 
ideal, vinuous woman. As a result, the t)picAI fellu le aUlobiography, which 
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