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lllegal Shark Fishing in the
Galapagos Islands

Maldonado, Maria

Abstract — In this presentation, | explain the causes and consequences of illegal fishing of sharks in the
Galapagos Islands, through the analysis of different articles, images and reports on the subject.

|. Introduction

The Galapagos Islands are well known for their variety in fauna and flora. However, some of
the species that live on these islands have been affected, such as sharks.
More than 34 different species of sharks have been recorded in the Galapagos Islands and
several of these are illegally hunted each year. It has been estimated that there is a drop of up
to 60% in the number of sharks in the Galapagos Islands region. The consequences of the
illegal fishing of sharks in the Galapagos, is affected not only to the different species of sharks,
but also to the rest of the fauna in this region

Il..Findings

Sharks are being killed by man, in Galapagos islands they are in danger of extinction due to
illegal fishing, this is an external factor that adds to certain biological characteristics. Although
sharks live for many years, only between 10 and 15 years can produce offspring, and unlike
other fish that reproduce more frequently, sharks do it once a year or every two years. That is
why the recent capture of a Chinese ship in the marine reserve of Galapagos with more than
6000 sharks with endangered species of sharks is of concern. Populations do not recover
easily.
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